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German  Folk-Songs. 


PREFATORY  NOTE. 


S this  volume  is  intended  primarily  for  popular  use,  it  has  not  been  thought 


Ta.  necessary  to  cumber  it  with  information  or  speculation  as  to  the  date  or 
origin  of  the  songs  contained  in  it ; there  is  no  talk  of  Cycles  or  Sagas  or  the 
Hypomixolydian  Mode;  even  the  term  “Folk-Song”  must  be  understood  without 


pedantry. 


Similar  considerations  have  suggested  the  unscientific  arrangement  of  the 
songs  in,  as  nearly  as  possible,  alphabetical  order — a plan  which  will  be  found  to 
secure,  perhaps  as  well  as  any  other,  the  desired  variety  of  sequence, 

On  the  other  hand,  the  musician  and  student  will  note  with  interest  that, 
while  many  of  the  less  worthy,  though  better  known,  “Folk-Songs”  of  a later 
date  have  been  omitted,  room  has  been  found  for  a number  of  unfamiliar  songs  of 
a better  period.  Of  these  about  50  have  not  hitherto  been  accessible  in  any 
English  Edition,  and  about  30,  so  far  as  I know,  are  now  published  for  the  first 
time  with  English  words. 
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Strassburg,  on  the  wall.” 
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Innsbruck,  I must  forsake  thee.” 


In  this  song  the  musical  accent  of  the  bars  must  be 
subordinated  to  the  rhythm  of  the  verse. 
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In  Poland  there’s  a house.” 


March  time. 
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It  is  true,  it  is  true,  to  the  town  I must  go.” 
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I wonder  what  ails  my  fine  mistress. 
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“The  birds  a wedding  feast  would  make.” 
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The  sun  doth  seem  less  fair. 
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What  have  I done,  proud  lady? 
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Waiting  for  her  shepherd  lover.” 
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When  evening  comes  and  I cannot  sleep.” 
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When  through  the  night  my  watch  I keep. 
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thought  my  heartwill  cheer,Thonightbe  dark,  my  heart  is  gay  Tothinkof  her,  so  far  a. 
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When  the  May-breezes  whisper.” 
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